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Abstract

Albania continues to lag behind other countriesin terms of poorper formancein in novation.The
enterprises, still finance technological development smainly byits  resources, which are limited
too. Also we have to emphasize that the lack of   business incubator and clusters is clearly
visible.Implementation of proactive policies to support in creased capacity for technology
companies, inparticular for SME sremainsa challenge for the next period 2013-2020.Among the
main methods used in Albania for in novation are: Acquisition of machinery and equipmentand
recruitment of qualified personnel.Main factors that affect the capacity of firmsto absorb new
technolog yare: investment climate in which they opera teand the level of skills and
technological capacities of the firm.In Albania, only 10% of all surveyed firm sprovide
formaltraining of their employees,comparedwith79% of Slovak firm sincluded in the study in
2005and48% of firmsin Serbia(World Bank, 2009, p. 48).Considering the importance of in
creasing the ability of Albanian businesses to develop, use,adapt and commercialize the
technology,this paper will present the current state of in novation and the technology
development in Albania By analyzing the efficiency of structures and instruments supporting
innovation and technology through practices of developed countries we will recommend tools
and efficient structures that will enable the development of innovation and technology for
Albania SME-shighlighting that the improvement of in novation and technology will in crease
the competitiveness of SME-s.
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